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The enormous working men’s hostel – the 
largest in Europe, is the only surviving example 
of several built in London by Rowton Houses 
Ltd, a public company which stemmed from 
philanthropic work begun by Lord Rowton in 
1892.  Now run by a housing association, its 
social as well as architectural and historic 
significance is recognised and celebrated in 
the Conservation Plan, prepared by CAP which 
reconciles history and 21st century standards of 
accommodation.    


